
Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
Planning & Development Report – February 2020 

Notes   
i)   This report does not include all new applications in this period in or adjacent to the GPCC area, only those 
which may raise issues for GPCC or are earlier applications not yet determined on which an update is given. 
 
Planning Applications for Local Developments in GPCC Area  
18/10355/CON, 18/10258/LBC & 18/10180/FUL – Former Royal Blind School, 2 Craigmillar Park EH16 5NA 
No further information, with a start on site with demolitions expected in the spring.   The decision issued last 
year was a “minded to grant” planning consent, subject to the completion of a Section 75 Agreement, which 
as far as is known is still pending. 
 
19/02822/FUL – Rear of 1 Mentone Terrace EH9 2DG: Change of use from garages to house 
No change, with this application still noted as awaiting assessment.   
 
19/04610/FUL – Alterations and extension at 4 Seton Place EH9 2JT on the corner with Grange Road 
Following the submission of revised drawings in December 2019, this application is awaiting assessment. 
 
19/05726/FUL – Side and rear extension with front dormer at 68 Priestfield Road EH16 5JB 
Revised drawings were published on 5th February, but these do not appear to change the proposed front 
dormer, on which we submitted a neutral comment.  The application is noted as awaiting decision.  
 
19/03607/FUL – 2 Wilton Road EH16 5NY: Side extension to villa with new front gates 
Following discussion at the last meeting, an objection to this application was submitted.  The application was 
approved without any changes on 5th February 2020.  
 
19/02713/FUL –  3 storey side and rear extension at 1 Kilmaurs Terrace EH16 5BZ off Dalkeith Road 
This is The Thistle House B&B and GPCC and others objected last year to this application, which was refused 
on 1st November.  The owner has now given notice to CEC of a request for a review of the refusal decision 
and this will be carried out on 11th March 2020 by the CEC Local Review Body.  The grounds for review 
documents do not refer specifically to our objection.  GPCC need not take any further action, which means 
that our objection will be taken into account by the Local Review Body at the hearing on 11th March.  
   
Application for Major Development in GPCC Area (also part of site in Craigmillar & Gilmerton/Inch CCs) 
19/05923/FUL - Edinburgh University Peffermill Sports Village 
Following a presentation of the proposals and discussion at the last meeting, GPCC has objected to this 
application. The public consultation closed on 7th February and the application is noted as awaiting 
assessment.    The planning portal notes 19 comments, 17 objections, 1 in support and 1 of unknown stance.  
A response to the formal Request for Consultation in similar wording to that of the GPCC objection has been 
emailed to the CEC case officer.  
 
Planning Applications for Local Developments not in GPCC Area 
19/06001/FUL - Cinema etc at Cameron Toll Shopping Centre, 6 Lady Road EH16 5PB  
The site is in the Gilmerton/Inch CC area, with impacts on GPCC residents and, following discussion at the 
last meeting, an objection was submitted in behalf of GPCC.  The public consultation closed on 7th February 
and the application is noted as awaiting assessment.   The planning portal notes 209 comments, 195 
objections, 9 in support and 5 of unknown stance.    
 
20/00487/FUL – 148 beds of Student accommodation in 124 units at 224-234 Mayfield Road EH9 3BE 
This new application by Lanark Student Living Ltd is in the weekly planning lists for 17th February, with a 
closing date of 13th March.  The site is in Liberton & District CC area and also affects GPCC residents.  It 
follows the withdrawal on 4th February 2020 of applications 19/04768/FUL & 19/04858/FUL for a total of 298 
beds of student accommodation on 5 & 7 floors at the adjacent sites of 224-234 and 200 Mayfield Road, 
which have a common boundary at the Braid Burn.   
 



 
The adjacent site at 200 Mayfield Road (The former Braidburn Inn) has an existing consent 16/04158/FUL, in 
course of implementation, for 89 student accommodation units (89 beds) on 5 floors.  This consent was 
notified to the applicant, Braidburn Students Ltd, but this site is now owned by Lanark Student Living Ltd.   
 
On the 2 sites, if this new application 20/00487/FUL is approved, there would be 237 beds of student 
accommodation, compared with the 298 of the withdrawn applications, at a reduced height of up to 5 floors.  
 
20/00487/FUL is an amended application of an existing consent 18/03617/FUL for the same amount of 
student accommodation on 5 floors, the site including also 14-15 Braefoot Road.   Although the same 
amount of accommodation is proposed in the new application, the building has been reconfigured on a 
slightly larger footprint with improvements to the appearance and facilities.   In view of the existing consent, 
it is suggested there would be little point in GPCC objecting to this new application, on which we also 
received on 12th February notification of a formal Request for Consultation, due by 4th March. 
 
Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal 
Revision of the original 2003 version of this document has been underway for some time, as previously 
reported.   The revised version dated February 2020 was approved by the CEC Planning Committee on 29th 
January and is now on the CEC planning web pages.    
 
CEC - New Local Development Plan (LDP) - City Plan 2030 
As previously reported, the Main Issues Report for the next LDP “ Choices for City Plan 2030” is now out for 
public consultation, closing on 27th March.   The circular email from CEC dated 31st January drawing attention 
to this was forwarded the same day to all GPCC Members.   The “Choices” document can be downloaded or 
a hard copy seen in public libraries.  It contains within it the questions forming the online responses to the 
consultation, with preferred strategies and alternatives.   Different responses can also be made, but in order 
for them to be considered, they have to be structured around the format of the questions.   The “Choices” 
document is founded on the strategic aims for the City adopted by CEC:- 
A.  A sustainable city 
B.  Infrastructure for communities, where a car is not needed to move around.  
C.  Affordable homes for all 
D.  All sharing in prosperity and success 
 
This consultation also includes the City Mobility Plan on the same timescale.   The “Choices for City Plan 
2030” is accompanied by the following background documents:- Environment  Report, Monitoring 
Statement, Housing Study, Integrated Impact Assessment, Financial Resources Appraisal and the Edinburgh 
Strategic Sustainable Transport Strategy.   These studies will also buttress the new LDP in due course.   
 
There will be an opportunity at the February GPCC meeting to discuss our approach to responding to this 
consultation and the City Mobility Plan, also noting the paper produced by Ken Robertson. 
 
 
Tony Harris 
 
 
 
 


