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Local Developments  
Application 18/07834/FUL–Change of use from office to residential at 69A Mayfield Road
69A Mayfield Road is the lower ground floor under the “Mango Tree" takeaway at road level and is 
adjacent to the railway.  Application 18/09599/FUL has been approved for change of use to leisure, 
operating as the “Happy Body Studio”, but an earlier application 18/07834/FUL for change of use to 
residential is still noted as awaiting assessment.

Applications 16/02458/FUL & 19/00310/CON  – New House at garages 1a-e Mentone Terrace
On 30th April 19/00310/CON was withdrawn and on 3rd May also 16/02458/FUL. 

Applications 19/00114/FUL & 19/00131/LBC - 25 Student Flats at Garage 20 Duncan Street
On 26th April a set of revised drawings for each application was published on the planning portal.  This 
seems largely to be a tidying up process with no substantive changes to the applications submitted earlier 
this year, which are noted as awaiting decision. 

Application 19/01100/FUL – Flue alterations at National Library of Scotland, 33 Salisbury Place
West Blacket Association and GPCC objected to this application, which is noted as awaiting assessment. 

Application 19/00852/FUL – Shed in front garden of GF 54 Craigmillar Park EH16 5PT
54 Craigmillar Park is divided into two and a retrospective application was made for a metal shed in that 
part of the front garden belonging to the ground floor dwelling, on the corner with Wilton Road.  This 
shed has now been removed and the application revised to a smaller wooden shed and gate separating the 
two parts of the front garden.  GPCC has objected to this application.  The gate has now been installed in 
advance of any consent, the application being noted as awaiting assessment.. 

Applications 18/10355/CON, 18/10258/LBC & 18/10180/FUL – Royal Blind School Site EH16 5NA
Following the public meeting on 4th April, revised drawings and documents were published on the 
planning portal on 30th April, in line with the changes CALA presented at the public meeting.  There is a 
further public consultation period, expiring on 24th May, on this revised scheme for 21 apartments in the 
converted school building, extension of the gate lodge and 27 new townhouses in the grounds.  GPCC has
also received a formal request for consultation on 18/10180/FUL, expiring on 22nd May.   The site at 2b 
Craigmillar Park is in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area.   A first draft of comments on the revised 
scheme has been emailed to GPCC Members and those local residents affected for whom we have email 
addresses.   A copy of this draft is in the circulation file and any views on it should be sent to me by 19 th 
May to allow it to be finalised and sent in by the closing date.

Application 19/01997/FUL – Erect Greenhouse at 9 Relugas Road EH9 2NE
This is a repeat of an application in the Grange Conservation Area for a greenhouse refused last year as 
being of insufficient detail.  There is no real change with this new application and an objection was 
proposed last week with no dissent so far.   A draft objection will be therefore be prepared and 
circulated to the Planning Sub-Group in time for the closing date of 7th June. 

Application 19/01709/FUL – King’s Buildings Campus: Bus Shelter at Max Born Crescent
Following knowledgeable comments principally from Andreas, representations will be sent in on this 
application, with a cross reference to the Student Hub application on the next page. 

New Telecoms Poles in GPCC Area:
There has been a recent exchange of emails with two residents in the CPA area who have been very 
unhappy to find new telecoms poles installed by BT at the back of the footway very close to their 
properties.   This is a form of permitted development rights enjoyed by telecoms companies.  In the case 
of larger telecoms installations advance notice is given through the planning system, but there is no public
consultation on such works.  In the case of these poles there is a statutory notice attached, with 
information to an adjacent landowner on how to appeal. It will be interesting to see if this process leads 
anywhere.  



Major Developments: 
Application 19/01249/PAN- Edinburgh University Peffermill Playing Fields
At our April meeting there was a presentation by Edinburgh University representatives of these proposals 
for development of a sports village including redeveloped playing surfaces, new sports centre, new 
student accommodation and other facilities. This was followed by the announced public consultation 
events on 24th & 25th April, attended by GPCC Members.   The PAN covers the whole of the University’s 
Peffermill Playing Fields site, most of which is in our area but part is in Gilmerton/Inch CC area and part 
in Craigmillar CC area.. In this locality the railway is the boundary between GPCC and Gilmerton/Inch 
CC and the Braid Burn forms the boundary between GPCC and Craigmillar CC. 

The next step is expected to be the preparation of a PAC Report by the University on this consultation, to 
accompany a detailed planning application.   

Application 19/01985/FUL – King’s Buildings Campus: Staff & Student Hub Building
Following circulation to GPCC Members of draft Neutral comments, these have now been sent in, with a 
cross-reference to the bus stop application above.

CEC City Plan 2030
This is the next LDP, the timetable for which is governed by the new Strategic Development Plan, 
Sesplan2, not yet been approved by Scottish Ministers.  This SDP will set overall regional targets for 
housing, infrastructure and other deliverables and the delay means that the consultation on the Main 
Issues Report of City Plan 2030, referred to as “Choices”, will not now take place until later this year. 

CEC Consultation on Pre-application Advice on Planning
The outcome of this consultation is reported to the CEC Planning Committee on 15th May.  Pre-
application advice is to be charged for and a fee structure is set out in the report.  There will be no charge 
for Householder Developments, signage, simple changes of use and alterations, including disability 
requirements.   These changes are also linked to a drive to secure more processing agreements with 
applicants for Major Developments and wider adoption of a revised and shortened Planning Concordat.. 

CEC Consultation on Waverley Station Masterplan
Following discussion at our last meeting, the Transport and Planning Sub-groups agreed a joint response 
to this consultation, which was submitted by Julian via the CEC Consultation Hub, as required.   Our 
response also criticised the poor design of the system dialogue and narrow framing of the questions. 

CEC Community Councillors Training Event on Planning
Those who attended this event on 1st May have been forwarded the slides used and I can forward these to 
anyone interested.  

Short Term Letting in Edinburgh
There is an informative update report on short term letting in the papers for the CEC Corporate Policy and
Strategy Committee meeting on 14th May.  It sets out the work CEC is doing with the Scottish  
Government to introduce a licensing system and proposes a review of the CEC Planning Guidance for 
Businesses.    GPCC Secretary on 13th May had an email from an informal group PlaceEdinburgh seeking
to pursue this issue through the Participatory Request process and requesting feedback and support for 
their group.  We are trying to find out more about the Group and will respond as seems appropriate.  

Tony Harris


