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Note: ** indicates decision required

Local Developments  
Planning Consent 15/01186/FUL – Block of 10 flats at 14 Clearburn Crescent  EH16 5ER
Earlier this month there was an exchange of emails with Cllr. Steve Burgess and Alan Gilmour, 
representing Prestonfield Tenants and Residents Association, and me about this consent granted on 13 th 
October 2015.   Although the previous nursery building on the site has been demolished, work has yet to 
start on the new block of residential flats.   After the new flats are built, part of building may be used as a 
meditation centre, but in that eventuality it has been made clear to the owner that a new planning 
application for change of use of that part of the site would be required. 
  
Application 19/01100/FUL – Flue alterations at National Library of Scotland, 33 Salisbury Place
West Blacket Association and GPCC objected to this application.  On 10th June a revised drawing was 
published on the planning portal to show only one flue to remain in use and the 2nd one to be removed as 
redundant.  This was a suggestion GPCC made in its objection to both flues remaining as in the original 
application and the revised application was approved on 11th June. 

Application 19/00852/FUL – Shed in front garden of GF 54 Craigmillar Park EH16 5PT
54 Craigmillar Park is divided into two and a retrospective application was made for a metal shed in that 
part of the front garden belonging to the ground floor dwelling, on the corner with Wilton Road.  This 
shed was later removed and a revised application for a smaller wooden shed was approved on 24 th May. 

Applications 19/00114/FUL & 19/00131/LBC - 24 Student Flats at Garage 20 Duncan Street
These applications were approved at the CEC Development Management Sub-Committee on 22nd May 
and decision letters were issued on 23rd May.  There is a condition attached to require the carrying out of 
archaeological investigations and recording of results.

Applications 18/10355/CON, 18/10258/LBC & 18/10180/FUL – Royal Blind School Site EH16 5NA
The further public consultation on CALA’s revised scheme expired on 24th May.  Following consultation 
with GPCC Members and local residents, Neutral comments were submitted by GPCC on the principal 
application 18/10180/FUL.  A copy is in the circulation file.  Similar comments were also sent to CEC in 
response to a formal request for consultation.   These were acknowledged on 29 th May.   On 28th May, 
after the public consultation period had expired, a further 14 revised drawings were published in the 
planning portal, which fortunately did not make any substantive changes and did not affect the GPCC 
comments already submitted.   On 29th May Members of the CEC Development Management Sub-
Committee made a familiarisation visit to the site, when Cllr. Cameron Rose, CALA representatives and I
were present.    It seems possible that these applications will be considered at this Sub-Committee’s 
meeting on 31st July.   During the summer recess the GPCC planning sub-group will monitor this.    

Application 19/01997/FUL – Erect Greenhouse at 9 Relugas Road EH9 2NE
It was confirmed at our last meeting that we would object to this application in the Grange Conservation 
Area, as it is a repeat of one refused last year, and a draft objection was circulated.    However before this 
could be sent in, the application was approved by CEC on 28th May ahead of the consultation expiry date 
of 7th June.   The Case Office apologised for this mistake and arrangements were made for our objection 
still to be considered, so it was then sent in.  A copy of the exchange of emails is in the circulation file.
The application is still noted on the planning portal as granted.

Application 19/01709/FUL – King’s Buildings Campus: Bus Shelter at Max Born Crescent
Following discussion at our last meeting, an objection was circulated to the Planning Sub-Group and sent 
in by the closing date.   A copy is in the circulation file and the application is noted as awaiting 
assessment.   On 17th June, in response to the May meeting discussion and draft minutes, an email was 
received from Stuart Tooley, Edinburgh University Community Relations Manager, about this application
and this has been circulated to GPCC Members.



** Applications 19/02395/FUL & 19/023398/LBC- Mansard roof on rear extension at 23 Minto St.
This is the Minto House guest house and it is proposed to erect an additional floor within a mansard style 
roof to form additional accommodation on top of an existing single storey rear extension.  The site is in  
the Blacket Conservation Area and has a lengthy and complex planning history.  Following discussions,  
a draft objection to both applications has been circulated to the Planning Sub-Group, involved GPCC 
Members and local associations.  A finalised draft is in the circulation file and at this meeting 
confirmation is requested that this should be submitted by the closing date of 21st June.   The Blacket 
Association intends to object and the West Blacket Association has already done soo

Major Developments: 
Application 19/01249/PAN- Edinburgh University Peffermill Playing Fields
These proposals are for development of a sports village including redeveloped playing surfaces, new 
sports centre, new student accommodation and other facilities.  There were public consultation events on 
24th & 25th April, attended by GPCC Members.   The PAN covers all of the University’s Peffermill 
Playing Fields site, most of which is in our area but part is in Gilmerton/Inch CC area and part in 
Craigmillar CC area.. In this locality the railway is the boundary between GPCC and Gilmerton/Inch CC 
and the Braid Burn forms the boundary between GPCC and Craigmillar CC.  On 22nd May the CEC 
Development Management Sub-Committee considered a report setting out the matters which have to be 
covered in a detailed planning application when it is submitted in due course.   On 17th June a copy of the 
slides used in the presentation to the April GPCC meeting by Edinburgh University and the April public 
events was received by email and has been circulated to GPCC Members.

CEC Changes to Planning Administration
On 1st July the previously reported changes to CEC planning administration come into effect to introduce 
charging for some types of pre-application advice.   There will be no charge for pre-application advice on 
householder developments etc which will be provided on a self-service basis via the CEC website.  A 
circular received about these changes has been sent to GPCC Members and is in the circulation file.  

CEC City Plan 2030
In a letter dated 16th May 2019 the Scottish Government’s Chief Planner states that Scottish Ministers 
have rejected the next strategic development plan (SDP) for the SE Scotland region, known as SESplan2. 
The principal reason is that there is no adequate and timely transport appraisal for the region, but there are
others.   SDPs as currently constituted are to disappear in the Planning (Scotland) Bill referred to below.  

This SDP rejection has implications for the next Edinburgh local development plan, City Plan 2030, as 
this plan should have been informed by the next SDP.  The consultation on the next stage of City Plan 
2030, the Main Issues Report, referred to as “Choices”, is due to take place later this year.   The CEC 
Planning Committee has yet to consider how this SDP rejection will affect the timetable and content of 
City Plan 2030. 

The Planning (Scotland) Bill
This is in its final stages and is to be debated in the Scottish Parliament this week from 18th to 20th June 
and then it will then become law.   The final outcome is an overgrown legal thicket quite different from 
the “root and branch reform’ promised in 2015 when this process started.   An update from Planning 
Democracy has been forwarded to members of the GPCC planning sub-group and can also be sent to 
anyone else interested.   There are no substantive changes to community rights of appeal in this 
legislation compared with those already possessed by developers.   

Tony Harris


