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(Note: ** indicates that a decision is required)
Local Developments  
Application 18/07834/FUL–Change of use from office to residential at 69A Mayfield Road
69A Mayfield Road is the lower ground floor under the “Mango Tree" takeaway at road level and is 
adjacent to the railway.  It is accessed from a rear service lane providing one car parking space.       
Application 18/09599/FUL was approved on 29th January 2019 for change of use to leisure, operating as 
the “Happy Body Studio”, but the earlier application 18/07834/FUL for change of use to residential is 
still noted as awaiting assessment.

Application 18/10165/FUL - Front garden parking area at 143 Mayfield Road EH9 3AS
We objected to this application which was approved with a minor change on 27th February.
 
Application 18/10583/FUL – Thistle Guesthouse: 3 storey extension at 1 Kilmaurs Terrace 
In support of neighbours we objected to this application, which was withdrawn on 5th March. 

Application 18/09696/FUL – Convert pre-school nursery to 6 dwellings at 4 East Suffolk Road
This application to which GPCC, CPA and others objected was approved at the CEC Development 
Management Sub-Committee on 20th February. 

Applications 16/02458/FUL & 19/00310/CON  – New House at garages 1a-e Mentone Terrace
An objection was sent in to the recent application in line with our objections to the previous application 
and both are noted as awaiting assessment. 

Applications 19/00114/FUL & 19/00131/LBC - 25 Student Flats at Garage 20 Duncan Street
It was agreed at our last meeting that GPCC would submit Neutral comments on these applications asking
for some matters to be considered in the assessment of these applications.  This was done by the closing 
date of 22nd February and the applications are noted as awaiting assessment..

Applications 18/10355/CON, 18/10258/LBC & 18/10180/FUL – Former Royal Blind School Site
These applications by Cala are for 52 dwellings in total on the former Royal Blind School site, 2b 
Craigmillar Park EH16 5 NA with demolition of all existing buildings except the Listed original school 
building and the gate lodge.  GPCC supported application 18/10355/CON and has objected to the other 
two, with statutory consultee status for 18/10180/FUL.  All applications are noted as awaiting assessment.

On 18th March an email was received from Cala requesting a further public meeting to present revised 
proposals intended to address concerns raised by the public and the planning authority.  Arrangements are
under consideration and an update will be given to the meeting. 

Applications 19/01082/LBC - Outbuilding Demolition at 4 Peffermill Road EH16 5LH and
19/01249/PAN for sports village, playing fields, sports facilities and student accommodation
The Listed Building application was in last week’s lists and is on behalf of the site owner Edinburgh 
University to demolish part of a C listed outbuilding towards the western (Cameron Toll) end of its 
extensive sports facilities site to the southeast of Peffermill Road.  The proposed demolition in 
19/01082/LBC is of a later, now unsafe, addition to the listed structure, the earlier parts being preserved, 
so there is no reason for GPCC to take action on this application, which has a closing date of 5 th April. 

19/01249/PAN is a much more extensive proposal, as yet undefined but outlined above, which the 
University wishes to discuss at our April meeting.   The PAN covers the whole of the University’s 
Peffermill Playing Fields site, most of which is in our area but part is in Gilmerton/Inch CC area and part 
in Craigmillar CC area.. In this locality the railway is the boundary between GPCC and Gilmerton/Inch 
CC and the Braid Burn forms the boundary between GPCC and Craigmillar CC. 

For convenience both applications are covered in the same item in this Report, but the PAN application 
will eventually be a Major Development.   The site plan for each application is in the circulation file.



Public consultation events for the PAN will take place at Cameron House Community Education Centre 
34 Prestonfield Avenue on 24th April from 5.30 to 8.00pm and Laurie Liddell Clubhouse, Edinburgh 
University Playing Fields, 42 Peffermill Road EH16 5LL on 25th April from 4.00 to 8.00pm. 

** Application 19/00852/FUL – Metal shed in front garden of GF 54 Craigmillar Park EH16 5PT
54 Craigmillar Park is divided into two and this retrospective application is for the ground floor dwelling. 
It was in last week’s lists having previously been the subject of a CEC enforcement investigation.    The 
shed is in the front garden fronting onto Craigmillar Park on the corner with Wilton Road and is screened 
by a 2m high hedge, but the ridge can been seen from the main road and the shed is highly visible from 
Wilton Road.  It is in front of the building line of Craigmillar Park.  Hedge screening should not be relied 
upon as permanent visual screening as it could be removed in the future.  The closing date is 5th April 
and it is suggested that GPCC should object.   
 
Local Development not in GPCC Area
Application 18/03617/FUL – 148 bed Student Beds at 224-234 Mayfield Road & 14-15 Braefoot
This site is the former car servicing garage, now cleared, and the terrace of dwellings to the north as far as
the Braid Burn, just within the area of Liberton & District CC.  On 6th March revised details were 
published on the portal with changes to waste and bike storage with a reduction in outside amenity space 
and the number of student studios down from 158 to 148.   This application is going to the CEC 
Development Management Sub-Committee on 20th March with a recommendation for approval.  On the 
north side of the Braid Burn is the cleared site of the Braidburn Inn consented under 16/04158/FUL for 89
student studios.  Approaching completion is the Goods Corner site with 107 beds of student 
accommodation.    If application 18/03617/FUL is approved there will be 344 beds of purpose-built 
student studios available within a small area, a severe test of the market for this type of accommodation.  
 
Major Development not in GPCC Area
Applications for demolition and housing etc at the “Sick Kids” Hospital Site, 9 Sciennes Road
Decision letters were issued on 15th February for 3 of the linked applications for this site covering 
substantial demolition in a Conservation Area and alterations to Listed Buildings.  The redevelopment of 
this site by the Downing Group, which includes 8 houses, 118 flats and 323 beds of student 
accommodation, was approved at the CEC Development Management Sub-Committee on 6th February, 
except for the proposals for the Mortuary Chapel which are to be reconsidered.    The move from this site 
to the new children’s hospital at ERI will now take place from 5th to 15th July 2019.

City Plan 2030
This is the next LDP, the timetable for which is governed by the new Strategic Development Plan, 
Sesplan2, not yet been approved by Scottish Ministers, as this will set overall regional targets for housing,
infrastructure and other deliverables.  The consultation on the Main Issues Report of City Plan 2030, 
referred to as “Choices”, will now take place later this year.  An update was given to both the Civic 
Forum on 5th March and the SE Locality Briefing on 11th March and the presentation slides used were 
forwarded to GPCC Members on 16th March.   The update also covered the various studies and strategies 
underway to support “Choices” and City Plan 2030, such as the City Centre Transformation Project.  

CEC Scheme of Delegation on Planning
Changes to this Scheme came into effect on 7th February and were circulated in full by email to all GPCC 
Members on 28th February.  This was also covered at the Civic Forum on 5th March.

** CEC Consultation on Pre-application Advice on Planning
This was referred to at the Civic Forum on 5th March when CC representatives expressed some concern 
and we have now been invited to take part in a consultation which closes on 3rd April before our next 
meeting.   The can be accessed via www.edinburgh.gov.uk/consultions.  The principal change is that as 
part of pre-application advice to an applicant, if requested, an opinion will be given by the CEC planning 
service as to whether the subsequent application is likely to be successful.    This is of course before there 
has been any public consultation on the proposal and pre-application advice is not disclosed to those who 
might be affected by it, such as neighbours and the community.   This seems quite wrong and it is 
suggested GPCC should object.  It is also proposed that CEC should charge for pre-application advice.   

Tony Harris

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/consultions

